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In this lecture, I will discuss how science and technology was entangled in the "Cultural Cold War," and especially focus on one 

concrete example: The Argonne International School of Nuclear Science and Engineering (ISNSE) in the United States. The 

school was established in 1955 and existed until it was reorganized as the International Institute for Nuclear Science and Engi-

neering (IINSE) in 1960. During the five years, 420 young scientists from 41 countries received training there, forming an inter-

national community of scientific learning. The US government advertised the ISNSE as a symbol of "scientific international-

ism" and benevolent US international aid. My lecture will shed light both on the geopolitical motives behind the ISNSE and on 

their unexpected consequences.  


